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DISCOURSE BY PRESIDENT GEORGE Q. CANNON. 


Tx following discourse was delivered by President George Q. Cannon at 
the Sixty-fourth Annual Conference of the Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints, held in the Tabernacle, Salt Lake City, Sunday, April 
8, 1894:— 

This is an immense congregation, and in order to edify those assembled 
it will require the presence and assistance of the Spirit of God. It would 
seem presumptuous for any man to arise to address such an audience of 
intelligent human beings if he were depending upon himself for that 
which he should say. I sincerely trust that in the remarks I shall make I 
may be assisted by the faith and prayers of those who are present. 

I look upon this as one of the most interesting conferences that have been 
held for a long time. It must be gratifying to the Latter-day Saints to 
receive, as they do, the continued evidences that God is with the people, 
that He has not forgotten His promises, and that He has the oversight 
of the affairs of His Church, and regulates and conducts those affairs 
according to the counsel of His own will. I never attend a meeting where 
the Spirit of God is manifested in power without feeling profoundly grate- 
ful in the reflection that God is with us, and that He condescends to honor 
us and to testify to the people by giving His Holy Spirit. This, also, 
brethren and sisters, is a consolation and a comfort that no human tongue 
can describe: to know by testimony from the Lord that we are in the path 
that He has marked out for our salvation; to know that we have a stand- 
ing among the people whom He acknowledges to be His, and that through 
His condescension we have the communion of the Holy Spirit. It is a 
consolation to know, when light is needed, when questions arise which 
require more than human wisdom for their solution, that we have access 
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unto our Great Creator, and that through the spirit of revelation which 
He has promised to bestow, we can know and understand for ourselves. 
What mighty importance attaches to that which was explained to us this 
morning by President Woodruff! How wide-spread and far-reaching is 
the ordinance to which allusion was made, by which children will be sealed 
to their parents, one generation connected with another, and the whole 
human family be brought within the family of God, to be his recognized 
and acknowledged sons and daughters, bound together by the power of 
the everlasting Priesthood and in the new and everlasting covenant 
which he has given to man. What a glorious system of salvation spreads 
out before us in the contemplation of that which the Lord has revealed! 
What a feeling of tenderness and love wells up in our hearts in thinking 
that we are the children of God, and that we are and shall be bound 
together by ties that never can be broken! How this draws us together 
and makes us feel interested in one another! How it causes our souls to 
expand as wide as eternity; not confining our hopes and our labors to 
any individual, or to any one family, but embracing in our feelings the 
entire brotherhood of man. 

Certainly the Latter-day Saints should be the most thankful of any 
people upon the face of the earth. You travel throughout the earth and 
ask the wisest and the most learned what object our Creator had in 
placing man on the earth, in surrounding him with the circumstances with 
which he is environed, and what He has in view for him in the future, and 
who could answer you? I know that religious denominations have their 
explanations concerning the future; but how unsatisfactory they are! 
How little there is in them to comfort and cheer, to create hopes and 
anticipations that are bright! Even the Indian, when he talks about his 
happy hunting grounds, probably expresses a more cheerful view. In the 
sectarian world there is vagueness. In the pictures they present as to 
the future life there is nothing that is really satisfactory. Very few of 
them believe that these ties which make our human lives so delightful will 
be perpetuated in the eternity to come. The great majority believe that 
husbands and wives, parents and children will be nothing to each other 
in the eternal world; that is, their relations to each other within the 
family circle will be no more close or definite than their relations to beings 
without these holy ties. Now, the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ has 
taught us that ties are formed here which are eternal in their character; 
that family associations are created that never can be dissolved; that men 
and women are bound together for eternity ; that man is not without the 
woman, nor the woman without the man, in the Lord; that they have 
their children; and that the greatest blessing they can enjoy is to have 
confirmed unto them for ever the privileges which they possess in this 
life. There is something grand in the contemplation of this glorious 
principle. It gives certainty unto every man and woman who will seek 
for it. The woman is not lost, the man is not lost. However obscure and 
insignificant we may be, we cannot be lost sight of. We will be felt after 
and brought out, unless we have committed unpardonable sins, and some- 
body will take interest in us. There is no one in the whole family that 
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will be so insignificant as to be forgotten. This creates peculiar feelings 

in our hearts, and it ought to make the Latter-day Saints a broad and 

_— people in their minds, and I have no doubt it will have that 
ect. 

I look for the communication that was made to-day by our President 
to have a great effect upon this people. It will stimulate our love for our 
families. At the same time it will check any feeling of building up any- 
thing like tribes among us. It will attach us to our own kindred and 
race. It will promote the love of race in our hearts, and it will give our 
children something to live for; for when a man comes of a family that is 
an honorable family, there is something that appeals to his pride to do 
nothing that will bring discredit or disgrace upon his name. Our lineage 
is not known to all of us. We may not know our origin; but this we 
may be assured of: that we who have received the truth are choice spirits. 
The Latter-day Saints have shown their integrity, their valor, and their 
independence of character in the midst of contumely and reproach, of 
persecution and hatred, and the threatened loss, in many instances, of 
employment, property and life. They have come out from the world and 
have been indifferent to its popularity. They have espoused the prin- 
ciples of truth and righteousness, and valued them more than any other 
earthly consideration. Where do you think this nobility of character has 
come from? It has come from ancestors who obtained promises from God, 
through their faithfulness, in regard to their posterity. Our ancestors 
may have come through poverty and obscure channels; and some of them 
may not have possessed any noted characteristics; but when our ancestry 
is known it will be found that the noblest men and women of God have 
been the progenitors of this people. God has chosen us for a great pur- 
pose. He has brought us out of the world, has shaped our lives and the 
lives of our parents, and has thrown around them His providences, for 
the purpose of bringing a people forward in the last days that would help 
lay the foundation of His kingdom and be willing to bear every persecu- 
tion and trial connected with it. Of this I feel assured. I can testify of 
it, and know it to be so. As was said this morning, the communication 
which the Lord has designed to give to us through His servant enables us 
to see how we can honor the ancestry through which we have come, and 
also prevent the breaking of the ties that should connect us with them, 
and avoid confusion and disorder in regard to these matters. 

There are many things that the Lord will give us revelations about from 
time to time. He has done this in a marvelous manner thus far. There 
has been nothing that we have needed for the progress of the Church that 
has not been given. We have built these temples, and we are doing a 
very important work connected with them; and it is necessary that that 
which we do should be done aright. It is necessary that adoptions should 
be correctly made. Think how important this is! It affects the whole 
human family. How important it is that we should know the plan that 
the Lord wants carried out, and not the plan that man wants! And there 
will be many things revealed from time to time. You will see difficulties 
probably in carrying this out, and it will require the wisdom of heaven 
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and the word of the Lord to settle points connected with it; but the Lord 
is able to give the necessary light. His hand will be manifest, and we 
shall see how good and kind He is to us in making communications upon 
every point that is necessary for the progress of His work. 

There are other matters that I would like to mention this afternoon, if 
I can get the Spirit to do so. We have heard from President Joseph F. 
Smith a little concerning secret organizations. I do not know any subject 
that needs to be spoken upon with greater plainness to the Latter-day 
Saints than this. 

Of course, there are many other things that we need to be warned 
about. We need to be warned about these false spirits that are going 
abroad. I do not suppose there ever was a time when there were so many 
delusive spirits going abroad among the people as at the present time— 
false Christs, false prophets, and all sorts of things to lead away the 
people of God. Everything, it is said, will be shaken that can be shaken. 
God is going to have a pure people. Those who commit sin and persist in 
it will lose the Spirit of God and be removed from among the people of 
God. We may expect that sinners will leave us, and that we shall have 
men and women falling into the dark because of transgression; but it is 
our duty, as watchmen upon the walls of Zion, and as the shepherds of the 
flock of Christ, to lift up our voices and warn the people of the dangers 
there are around them, and to point out the path of safety, that they 
may not stray away from the flock and be devoured. We therefore feel to 
warn the Latter-day Saints in regard to these delusive spirits. We warn 
you to be on your guard, to watch carefully, to pray earnestly, to live in 
purity, so that you shall have constantly the light of the Spirit of God to 
be with you. Do not be carried away by every wind of doctrine, nor by 
deceivers; but listen to the voice of the Spirit of God, which bears testi- 
mony to you in your hearts concerning the truths which you hear. You 
ought to be able to tell the voice of the true Shepherd from all other 
voices, so that no one assuming sheep’s clothing and professing to be what 
he is not can deceive you. It is your privilege to recognize the voice of 
the true Shepherd, and to know by the testimony of Jesus whether that 
which you are taught is true or not. 

There are now many societies being formed that make great professions. 
They claim to be benevolent societies and to do great good to the people. 
I have not the least objection to this. I would not say one word to cast 
any reproach upon any organization, by whatever name it may be called, 
that has objects of this character in view. It is not my purpose to decry 
them. It is not my purpose to belittle philanthropic efforts by individuals 
or by societies for the welfare of their fellow creatures. The Lord forbid 
that I should ever do anything of this kind! It is not in that spirit that 
I allude to these things. But I want to say to the Latter-day Saints that 
the Lord has organized a system which is perfect in all its details. There 
is no need to have it supplemented by anything of man’s device. It is 
that thought which I desire to impress upon the Latter-day Saints. God 
has founded Zion, and the poor of His people will put their trust in it. 
There is nothing lacking in this organization. There is no benevolent 
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society that exists, or that can be formed by human beings, that will reach 
the wants of the children of men as effectively as the organization which 
the Lord has given to us, and of which we now are a part. I know that 
there are men who have very plausible and attractive ideas concerning the 
evils that exist in society and the manner of correcting them: Attempts 
to correct them have been made for years and years; but they have not 
resulted successfully. I can state, without the least fear of successful con 
tradiction, that the Latter-day Saints have done more as an organized 
society towards redeeming the people and correcting the evils that exist 
in society, and under which society groans, than any other organization 
on the face of the earth. I make that statement with a full understanding 
on my part of its meaning and extent. And that which we have done is 
only the beginning of that which we propose to do in the Lord’s good 
time. The Lord has not left us in ignorance concerning these matters. 
This doctrine of equality that the anarchists, nihilists, socialists and such 
people dwell upon (some of them are resorting to the most dreadful vio- 
lence to carry out their schemes), is understood by us, for the Lord has 
revealed to us how and to what extent it shall be fulfilled. He has given 
us the law with a great deal of plainness. But we are not prepared to 
carry it out. The leaders of the people are doing their best in teaching 
the people the primary principles of equality; but it will take time, it will 
take the power of God, it will take circumstances that will almost compel 
us to adopt that which God has revealed, in order to carry out that which 
He has laid before us as a duty that we must perform. I want to say to 
you that the day will come—and it will be brought about by the Latter- 
day Saints—when there will be such an equality in all things among us 
that there will be no want, no deficiency of any element necessary for 
man’s happiness, no monopoly; when one man will not have more than 
he can use and another man be destitute. We are aiming at that, my 
brethren and sisters, and we are the only people, I am free to say, that can 
entertain the least hope that they will ever accomplish it. These secret 
organizations may throw down thrones; they may destroy dynasties; 
they may cause blood to flow in torrents; but they will never accomplish 
this reform that we shall achieve, and that, too, by peaceful methods 
—by the operation of the laws which God has made plain, so plain 
that, as the Bible says, a wayfaring man, though a fool, need not err 
therein. 

The Lord has given enough to the earth to make all its inhabitants 
happy. There is no element that is not in sufficient abundance for all. 
And it is contrary to the will of God, so He has revealed to us, that one 
man shall possess so much above another—one wallow in luxury while his 
neighbour goes destitute. He has taught us the way by which this shall 
be corrected. This being the case, shall we turn our eyes from the Zion 
of God in this or in the other direction, looking for something better? If 
we do, we despise the wisdom and counsel of God; we throw aside that 
which He has revealed in the greatest plainness, and we turn our backs 
upon the history and experience of this people. 

[To BE CONTINUED.] 
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CHELTENHAM CONFERENCE. 


Tae Cheltenham Conference was held in the Old Wells Assembly Rooms, 
St. George's Place, Cheltenham, July 8, 1894. There were present: Anthon 
H. Lund, President of the European Mission; Ben. R. Eldredge, Traveling 
Elder in the Birmingham Conference; Thomas Minson, President of, and 
John J. James, John L. Fackrell, Enos Bennion, Chas. Williams, William 
Taylor, Alma V. Huish, Thos. S. Newman, William F. Pratt, James Tucker, 
Joseph Barker and Chas. W. Robins, Traveling Elders in, the Cheltenham 
Conference. 

Meetings were held at 10:30 a.m., 3 and 6:30 p.m. 

The greater part of the time was occupied by the Elders in narrating 
some of their experiences and commenting on their labors. President 
Lund occupied a portion of the afternoon and evening sessions. He spoke 
briefly on a number of the principles of the Gospel, and encouraged the 
Saints to greater faithfulness. A good and strengthening spirit prevailed 
throughout the meetings. | 
The general authorities of the Church, and of the European Mission, and 
the President and Traveling Elders of the Cheltenham Conference were 
presented and unanimously sustained. 

The reports of statistics and the labors of the Elders for the half-year 
ending June 30, were read as follows: Seventies 12; Elders 16; Priests 1; 
Deacons 1; members 85; total officers and members 113. Baptized 4; 
children blessed 1; emigrated over eight years of age 1; received 1; died 
2. Tracts distributed 40,018; books sold, loaned, and given away 76; in- 
door meetings 94; outdoor meetings 39; Sunday school sessions 26; Gospel 
conversations 543; houses visited 16,571. 

E. Bennton, Clerk of Conference. 


FACTS AND EVENTS. 


Madame Carnot has declined a pension offered by the French government. 


Damage amounting to a million dollars has been caused at Brooklyn by the destruction 
by fire of Messrs. Woodruff’s raw sugar and jute warehouse. Three men were killed by 
falling walls. 

As a party of young men and women, seventy in all, were crossing a river near Bul- 
gulme, Russia, the boat in which they were being conveyed sank in mid-stream, and forty- 
five of the occupants were drowned. 

Signor Bandi, an Italian journalist, has been stabbed to death by an anarchist in re- 
taliation for his articles against anarchy after the assassination of President Carnot. The 
funeral ceremony which took place at Leghorn was both imposing and solemn. Signs of 
mourning were displayed from nearly every house. 

The tariff bill which has been discussed in the United States Senate for the past three 
months passed its third reading, July 3, by a vote of 39 to 34, David B. Hill, voting 
against the bill owing to its income-tax clause. It is now being considered in the House, 
as the Senate amendments have been so numerous as to materially change the bill as it 
first came from the House. It is not a measure intended only for revenue, but gives pro- 
tection to many of the industries, 
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The Emperor of Germany has performed a generous deed in liberating two French 
spies who had been incarcerated in German prisons recently for a term of four and six 
years respectively. This courtesy was extended to France on the Emperor hearing of the 
assassination of President Carnot. 

The Scottish colliers have entered on a strike similar to that which recently ended in 
England. They went out June 26 and the reports state that the strikers numbered 65,000, 
Owing to the scarcity of coal 50,000 other workmen have been thrown out of employ- 
ment. Some support is being received from the English miners, but it is said to be but 
half-hearted support. 

The Cosmopolis Clothing Association, a voluntary organization of labor unions, has 
signed a contract with the Land Sunshine Company for 25,660 acres near Merced, Cal. 
The tract will support 108 families, who will have houses on a street in the form of a 
circle. Within the circle will be the public buildings and a park. Outside will be a 
square plot of 360 acres, for pasturage, stables and vegetable gardens. Outside will be 
109 farms of nineteen and a half acres each, devoted to fruit culture. 

Constantinople and surrounding towns have been visited by a severe earthquake. The 
first two shocks were felt shortly after noon, July 10, one of which lasted twenty seconds. 
In Stamboul the vaulted roof of the jewelers’ arcade fell in. The merchants fled leaving 
their costly wares in the ruins. It is said that over 200 have perished at that point alone 
while from other points come the reports of further fatalities. On the Island of Antigone 
not a house except the monasteries has been left intact. There is scarcely a street in 
Constantinople that fails to show some effects of the earthquake. The damage to the 
buildings is estimated at more than £6,000,000. 

At Wingen, in New South Wales, 204 miles from Sydney, is a burning mountain, one 
of the most remarkable sights to be seen in Australia. It is 1,820 feet in height, and is 
supposed to be a large coal seam which has in some unaccountable way become ignited, 
and has been burning for many years, certainly long before the advent of the white man 
in this portion of the colony. The course of the fire can be traced a considerable distance 
by the numerous depressions or chasms occasioned by the falling in of the ground from 
beneath which the coal has been consumed. Smoke is continually issuing from the sides 
of the mountain, and in the vicinity of the openings the surface is hot, and has a dry, 
parched appearance, while sticks thrust into these openings are readily ignited. 

Probably the greatest strike on record has been in progress in the United States. A 
proposal to reduce the wages of the Pullman Palace Car Company’s employes met with 
a strike on the part of the wage-earners, All other railway employes concluded to boy- 
cott Pullman and therefore asked that the respective railroads should cease to handle the 
Pullman cars, This they refused to do with the result that all the railway men belonging 
to the American Railway Union immediately quit work. In a couple of days at least 
80,000 people were out of work. Some of the wildest riots and disorders then took place. 
Railway yards and cars were burned indiscriminately, one of the thirty-two railroads 
affected by the strike alone losing over a million dollars of property in a few days. The 
strike extended almost from ocean to ocean and the civil authorities were unable to 
maintain order. The militia were called out; but in many districts they were in sympathy 
with the strikers and refused to do their duty. President Cleveland finally issued proo- 
lamation and the federal troops were called out. Chicago was practically placed under 
martial law. ‘Traffic was so far suspended by the strike that the stockyards and the 
packing houses had to stop work, and the larger towns, especially New York, were 
threatened by a famine unless traffic was soon reopened. Debs, the president of the 
American Railway Union, called out all the railway employes, and the strikers threat- 
ened to call out the members of all the industrial unions in the country and thus para- 
lyze the industries of the country, unless the railway managers yielded to their demands, 
This, however, was not done and the strike is practically at end. Debs and other leaders 
have been arrested and indicted. Some bloodshed has occurred, the soldiers firing on 
the assaulting crowds. 
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MONDAY, JULY 23, 1894. 


A LESSON FROMł THE RECENT STRIKE. 


War has probably been the largest strike on record considering the 
number of workmen employed and the interests involved has just been 
brought to an end in the United States. A vast amount of property has 
been destroyed and some loss of life has been caused by the riots, which 
of recent years have invariably become an attendant evil to strikes. This 
movement is not without its lesson, and it causes thinking men to look 
with much concern towards the future. It may not be altogether un- 
interesting or void of profit to reflect a little on the situation and on the 
startling events a decade may bring about. 

Doubtless a majority of the people of the United States attribute these 
troubles to the financial or business depression that exists almost every- 
where, the United States having so far been the greatest sufferer, and 
various causes are assigned as explanations of the present disastrous state of 
affairs. Some hold that the strong protective tariff system under the 
McKinley law is the cause, while others believe it lies in the proposed 
change in that law. Some hold that the demonetization of silver is causing 
the depression, while others ascribe this to giving silver a value beyond 
what it would bring in the world’s market; some give this, and others that 
reason. Now which of the many assigned causes is the correct one? The 
world will not admit it, but the real cause is that the people have gone 
astray; they have created false gods and have rejected the Gospel which 
contains the true principles of government. 

The Gospel has been preached to the people of America for the past 
. sixty years. The vast majority have rejected the truth. Though we have 
no means whereby to judge whether or not the gospel has been presented 
to them as fully as it shall be, nor any right to say that it has been so 
preached, unless the Lord reveal it from on high, we do know that the 
prophets speak of the time when the Gospel shall be taken from the Gen- 
tiles and given to the House of Israel. The prophecies will surely be ful- 
filled and we can look for their fulfillment at any time. Is it then un- 
reasonable to believe that that time is approaching? Or to feel that the 
great cause lies in the fact that the nation has practically rejected the 
Gospel, and refused to listen to its principles or to obey them? 

The prophet Moroni declares in the Book of Ether that no nation shall 
prosper on the land of America if it does not serve God. He says :— 


And he had sworn in his wrath unto the brother of Jared that whoso 
should possess this land of promise, from that time henceforth and for- 
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ever, should serve him, the true and only God, or they should be swept off 
when the fullness of his wrath should come upon them. | 
And now we can behold the decrees of God concerning this land, that it 
is a land of promise, and whatsoever nation shall possess it, shall serve 
God, or they shall be swept off when the fullness of his wrath shall come 
upon them. And the fullness of his wrath cometh upon them when they 


are ri in iniquity ; 

For behold, this is a land which is choice above all other lands; where- 
fore he that doth possess it shall serve God, or shall be swept off; for it is 
the everlasting decree of God. 


Behold, this is a choice land, and whatsoever nation shall possess it, shall 

be free from bondage, and from captivity, and from all other nations under 
heaven, if they will but serve the God of the land, who is Jesus Christ. 
Is it straining a point to see in these prophecies, when taken in connec- 
tion with the limited success of the Gospel in the American nation, the 
approachof the end? To feel that agencies are at work in the nation that 
will eventually overthrow it, unless present methods are abandoned, and 
true and correct principles adopted? Is there not something remarkable 
in the fact that this year, so fraught with labor troubles which have invari- 
ably ended in more or less bloodshed, has also been noted for an unprece- 
dented series of disasters by floods, fires and cyclones? Some unbeliever 
may feel to mockingly exclaim: “That is the story we have heard con- 
tinually. Every distress and commotion, such as wars, or earthquakes, or 
pestilence, is seized upon by religious fanatics to predict the approach of 
the day of judgment. Why, these things have occurred ever since the 
coming of the Savior, in fact since the world began.” The mocker is 
doubtless not aware that in the use of such words he is actually fulfilling 
prophecy. Hear what Peter says: “There shall come in the last days 
seoffers, walking after their own lusts, and saying, Where is the promise 
of his coming? for since the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they 
were from the beginning of the creation.” 

The Latter-day Saints note with sorrow the growth of the germs of dis- 
solution in that glorious nation, but they cannot deny to themselves the 
truth of the statement that the nation has rejected the Gospel so far, nor 
the truth of the prophecy recorded above. They know that many great 
things must be brought about before the coming of the Lord and it may 
seem that to accomplish them would take centuries. Yet when the Lord 
seta his hand to cut short his work in righteousness, judgment upon judg- 
ment will be executed with bewildering swiftness. This last strike has 
fully shown how in a few short hours one portion of the nation can be 
arrayed against the other. For years labor organizations have been per- 
fecting themselves, growing in power and strength as the laboring classes 
grew in the knowledge that they must unite for protection against the 
enslaving demands of wealth accumulated in the hands of the few. Could 
such organizations be kept within proper bounds in the exercise of their 
powers they would serve as a wholesome check to the growth of the avar- 
ice and greed of individuals and corporations, But when they who have 
hitherto had no alternative than to bow to the dictates of capital 
realize that they are a power in themselves and can even assume the reins 
of government, it would almost be contrary to human nature to expect 
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them to show forbearance and to exercise the newly gained power with 
justice and discretion. The unlikelihood of such expectation being real- 
ized has found but too literal an illustration in the recent strike. Appar- 
ently for no other reason than to test the strength of a new organization 
traffic was suspended for days, cities brought nearer to starvation than 
ever before in their history, martial law practically declared, millions of 
property destroyed, and a number of lives sacrificed. 

The strike was soon ended, but not before threats had been made that 
the workers in every industry in the United States which had any affilia- 
tion with the railway men would be called out. Had this been carried 
into effect every industry would have been closed, the nation would have 
been literally paralyzed and the loss would have been simply incalculable; 
again, had this been done and the riots increased in proportion to the ad- 
ditional number of people thus thrown out of employment, the govern- 
ment would have been unable to cope with the men except by actual war- 
fare. Civil war with its horrible results might have been brought upon 
the nation. Though the nation escaped such dire calamity this time, is it 
reasonable to suppose that it will forever escape them so long as the agen- 
cies which can call revolt into being are continually at work and 
growing in power every year? 

Aside from all the results mentioned so far as the strike extended this 
time, there was engendered a bitter hatred, a hatred that will not soon die, 
for it has all the elements necessary to feed it and increase instead of 
diminish its intensity. The laborers and labor-leaders have tested their 
power; they have felt the exultant joy of being able to dictate, even 
though they for the time being yielded. All efforts will doubtless now be 
made to unite all wage-earners into one brotherhood and to establish its 
will as law. The hearts of the men are bent on conquest. Capital has 
been thrown upon its defence and labor has assumed the aggressive. More 
of these troubles are therefore evidently in store for the nation. Some 
may think that as soon as “times change for the better,” the unrest will 
cease and the nation will assume its former stability, thus again creating 
peace and prosperity. Not so. The people who hitherto have almost been 
slaves, figuratively at least if not literally, have tasted the sweets of power. 
Where protection from oppression was formerly the object of the organi- 
zations, and is yet ostensibly so, the love of power has been born during 
the recent struggles and it will eventually break out to the utter destruc- 
tion of the present basis of society—if not of national government. 

We have seen what a few days accomplished in the way of destruction 
when a host of strikers marshalled themselves against state militia and 
federal troops. Is a stretch of the imagination necessary to see how 
quickly destruction may be brought upon the nation? Is not that which 
we have already seen sufficient to suggest that we are standing on the 
brink of a social revolution that can end. in nothing but the destruction of a 
people that has rejected the Gospel? Unless the Lord in his mercy will 
open their eyes so that they may see and understand the truth, and accept 
of it, how much misery and woe there is in store for, the, people which for 
so many years have had the Gospel brought to them only to be rejected 
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with a mock and asneer! In view of these things shall the Saints live in 
security, inert and inactive, while the very air they breathe portend the 
coming of a dreadful storm? When communication with the outside 
world—the source of supply for many of the things needed at home—can 
be cut off in a week, shall the Saints not do anything towards becoming 
self-sustaining? If not, they are rejecting the counsels of the servants of 
God just as are the people of the world, and they will therefore be made 
sufferers, to some extent at least, of the same calamities that will overtake 
the nations. Blessed indeed are they who can read and understand the 
signs of the times and prepare for the awful day of the Lord. In all our 
preparations, however, let us pray to the Father that he may give repent- 
ance unto the nations that perchance they might escape destruction. 
J. V. B. 


Exprr Don C. W. Musser, who has presided during the past two years and 
six months over the Turkish Mission, and who was honorably released May 
5, 1894, to return home, arrived in Liverpool, July 9, after a seven weeks’ 
voyage. Besides his faithful labors in the Turkish Mission, Brother 
Musser spent some ten months laboring in the Swiss and German Mission. 
He was in good health and reported that the Elders in the Turkish 
Mission were enjoying the best of health, and that they were working 
zealously in spreading the truth. There are now four Elders there, 
two being stationed at Aleppo where there is a prosperous branch of 
Saints, and the other two at Beyrout studying the Arabic language. 
The former are Elders Albert Herman and Fred. A. Huish, and the latter 
are Elders E. W. Robinson and J. A. Clark. Brother Robinson was 
appointed to labor in the Turkish Mission last February, having at that 
time spent seven months in the German Mission. On the release of Bro. 
Musser he was appointed to preside over the Mission. The Elders have a 
hard field to laborin. They have to learn a new language, and when it is 
learned they find that several other languages are spoken by the various 
races besides the Arabic, so that they are able to reach but a small portion 
of the people in Syria. They are laboring diligently and are finding 
quite a number who are interested in their teachings and who are con- 
vinced of the truth of the Gospel. Many of these, however, fear the 
persecution that will be sure to fall to their lot if they ally themselves 
with so unpopular a people as the Latter-day Saints, and this fact, as well 
as the obstacles raised by the language, makes the labors in the Turkish 
Mission very difficult. The Elders are therefore entitled to much credit for 
the work which they are doing. 


LIVERPOOL CoNFERENCE Notice.—The Liverpool Conference will be held 


at the Central Buildings, Lancaster Road, opposite Covered Market, Pres- 
ton, Sunday, August 12, 1894. 


IMPRISONED FOR PREACHING THE GOSPEL. 


THree Elders have been arrested in South Carolina for vagrancy, the 
persecutors having taken that method of driving them out of the 
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country. The three Elders—W. G. Patrick, G. L. Braley and Alvin 
Smith—writing to the Deseret News from Columbia, South Carolina, 
under date of June 7th, give the following account of the incident 

“ On Sunday last, June 3rd, we had an appointment to preach at 
Brother 8. L. Sloan’s, eighteen miles east of here. We went down into that 
section of country in the middle of the week, in order to visit the Saints and 
friends. At the appointed time on Sunday the neighbours gathered in to 
hear the plain, simple Gospel of Christ as taught by the Latter-day 
Saints. Though our numbers were few we had a time of rejoicing, and 
enjoyed a full flow of the Spirit of God. After meeting we answered 
several questions in regard to the message we bear, to the entire satisfacC- 
tion of those present. We stayed with Brother Sloan that night, and 
before going to bed we enjoyed ourselves singing the songs of Zion, and 
conversing on the principles of: the Gospel. Elders Smith and Patrick 
were sleeping together. At daylight Monday morning Elder Braley came 
to our bedroom and informed us that there were two constables in the 
house with warrants for our arrest on the charge of vagrancy. We 
dressed as soon as possible and went to meet the constables. One of 
them arose when we entered the room and read the warrant to us; of 
course we had to submit to the arrest. The good Christians of this section 
have been holding a large, protracted meeting, and they all claim to have 
got sanctified, and some of them got so full of it that they went before the 
trial justice and got out warrants for our arrest. We were taken before 
Trial Justice Taylor and arraigned for trial. Our accuser and the wit- 
nesses, with one exception, were men we had never seen before. But that 
did not seem to make any difference, They had made up their minds to 
convict us and they intended to do so—so the judge said to one of our 
friends. His honor’s office, or the court room, was a dingy, dilapidated 
old hut; in one end was a large stone chimney, with a fire-place large 
enough to put a good sized load of wood in ; close by the chimney corner 
stood the judge’s desk, a flour barrel with one end knocked in ; his seat 
was an old wooden stool, and the rest of us had no seats at all. However, 
we managed to find a plank about eight feet long, which we stuck through 
a crack in the hut, and propped the other end up. This served as a seat 
for the defendants. At the other end of the court room were the accuser, 
witnesses, constables, and spectators, lying around on the floor in every 
conceivable manner, whittling sticks and squirting their filthy tobacco 
juice all over the floor. 

“The constable called the court to order by shouting at the top of his 
voice, ‘Hats off. Elder Braley was the first one called for trial. He 
entered a plea of not guilty. Our accuser was the first witness. He testi- 
fied that he had only seen the defendant once ; he did not know of his 
having any place of abode in the county or any visible means of support. 
The other witnesses testified to about the same thing. Elder Braley then 
proved beyond a doubt that he was a licensed minister of the Gospel and 
had money sufficient to pay his expenses. After the evidence was all in 
Elder Braley arose and pleaded his own case, after which the judge asked 
the accuser if he had anything to say. He arose and said he did not have 
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much to say, only that we had no right in this country, and he threatened 
if we did not leave, he and his men would put us out in a hurry. The 
judge sat and laughed at him. The judge’s name is John Taylor ; he then 
said the state had found Elder Braley guilty of vagrancy, and he must 
pay a fine of $10 or go to jail for twenty days. 

“Elder Alvin Smith was then called for trial. He also pleaded not 
guilty. The evidence given in his case was similar to that in Elder Braley’s. 
He was convicted and the same fine imposed. 

“Elder Patrick was the next one on the programme. He also pleaded 
not guilty. After examining two state witnesses his honor arose and 
said the state had failed to find a case against him, on the grounds that he 
was only in the country on a visit and did not intend to stay long. 

“ Kiders Braley and Smith then took an appeal to the court of general 
session, to be held in Columbia the last of this month. Their bonds were 
fixed at $200 each and the court adjourned amid threats of violence, and 
warning us to leave the county or they would put the buggy tugs on our 
backs. They said all manner of evil against us falsely, but we refuted 
their assertions and stood up for the truth, like true ‘Mormon’ boys. 

“We then started for Columbia to get a friend to go on our bonds. 
We arrived at Mr. W. H. Bower’s, a warm friend to the Elders, at 8.30 p.m. 
He lives three miles from the city. He said he would only be too pleased 
to go on our bonds or do anything he could to help us. Consequently we 
all started for Columbia. We arrived there at 9.30 p.m. Mr. Bowers, jr., 
and Elder Patrick started to hunt for a trial justice to fix the bonds. 
They hunted until 11 o'clock, but could not find one. In the meantime 
the constable had committed the Elders to jail until the bonds were fixed. 
As their bonds could not be fixed that night they had to remain in jail 
all night. 

“ Next morning early we got the bonds fixed and we were liberated. 
We then hired a lawyer to represent us in the higher court. 

“The whole thing was a concocted scheme of a mob with a trial justice 
at their head to get us out of the country. We expect the higher court 
will overrule the decision of Judge Taylor. All good citizens we have 
spoken to about it feel indignant. There are some good, kind friends to 
the servants of God in this country, but there are a great many who love. 
darkness rather than light, because their deeds are evil. Persecution is a 
heritage of the faithful, and all who live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer 
persecution. We feel to rejoice that we have been accounted worthy to 
suffer reproach for the Gospel’s sake.” 


THE MORMON BATTALION. 


[CONTINUED FROM PAGE 431.] 
On the 19th of November, 1846, the Mormon Battalion marched twenty- 
three miles and camped by aswamp. The water we had to use emitted a 
bad smell and was very unpleasant to the taste. As we were nearing 
camp one of my messmates, Jesse B. Martin, slipped out of the ranks and 
shot a fine antelope and brought it to camp; it was a treat for our meas, 
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though it was a risky piece of business for Brother Martin, for orders were 
that not a soldier should leave ranks without permission. The whole 
country seemed to be alive with herds of antelope. It was trying to half 
starved men not to disobey orders. On the 20th the camp did not move; 
the guides had been ahead and they reported there was no water except 
at one place and after that, it was their opinion, no more water could 
be had before reaching the Gila river, one hundred miles distant. The 
guides had never been through this part of the country, but had 
traveled across the country north and south of our trail and knew if a 
pass could be found leading over the mountains to the Gila it would save 
a great many marches. This was what the colonel wanted. He at once 
called the officers of the Battalion together and it was decided to march 
south through Mexican settlements where the guides said food and fresh 
teams could be had. 

It was said we were then in the province of Chihuahua, and to pass 
through the country where the enemy was stationed without meeting with 
an engagément appeared to many improbable. This idea was so strong in 
the mind of Father Pettigrew and Levi W. Hancock that they visited 
every mess in camp, requesting the brethren before lying down for the 
night to ask the Lord to direct our course for the best. These men had 
been appointed by President Young to council, advise, and to act as 
fathers to the boys of the Battalion, and they did it most faithfully. The 
next morning by 9 Oclock we were on the march, the colonel at the head 
of the command, on his white mule. We had not proceeded far when he 
suddenly called a halt, looking first in one direction and then in another. 
Suddenly he turned square to the right and swore he was not going all 
around the world to get to California, adding that his orders were for him 
to go to California and he was going there or “die in the attempt.” The 
course of march was changed, and feelings of relief, and thanks to God, I 
believe, were in every soldier’s heart. Their prayers were answered. 

That night we camped without water. The next morning the camp was 
busy watering the animals until 11 o’clock, having to drive them two 
miles and a half to water that had been found by the guides the previous 
evening after we had made camp. Filling our canteens we marched 
eighteen or twenty miles and again camped without water. Before reach- 
ing camp I became sick. This was owing to eating fruit that grew on 
a weed. It had the flavor of dried apples. It also increased thirst. 
Others who partook of the fruit also complained of a sickly feeling. 
How disappointed we were when we Jearned there was no water in camp, 
and every canteen wasempty. The guides were still ahead in search of 
water. 

Near sunset we saw in the distance a smoke, believed to be a signal 
that water was found. Early next morning we were on the march and by 
1 p.m. arrived at where the smoke was, and there was water, but not one- 
tenth enough for the men. Orders were given to continue our march ten 
miles to where it was said water was plentiful, but instead of ten miles it 
was thirteen or more. The ox teams were still behind. Orders were left 
for them to camp here. Water was so scarce that I failed to get a drop. 
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Only a few of the men got any to moisten their parched lips. I was told 
there was a nice hole of water, but the colonel and staff rode up and let 
their mules drink it. It was after night when the front rank reached the 
water on the west side of a dry lake. 

I remember how provoking it was that day, for there appeared to be a 
lake of water only a short distance ahead, but we could never gain on it, 
as it kept the same distance off. It wasa mirage. That day’s march was 
a time of suffering. Men and teams gave out, and were all hours of the 
night coming into camp. The following day we laid by to await the 
arrival of the ox teams. At this encampment we met a party of Mexicans 
who had been out trading with Indians. The colonel purchased a few 
mules and some of the messes bought dried meats. The next day we 
made 18 or 20 miles in a south-westerly direction, over a rough road; 
much of it we had to make crossing as we believed the back bone of 
North America. 

On the 27th men began to lag, slip out of the ranks and lie down to 
sleep until overtaken by the rear guard and brought tocamp. Game was 
plentiful—herds of antelope and black tailed deer in all directions. The 
meat of the black tailed deer is not so sweet as that of the antelope, 
though it is good game and more easily approached, I think. than either 
the antelope or the Virginia deer. On the 28th the colonel sent for an 
Indian to learn if there was a pass leading through or over the mountain. 
Late in the evening the guide brought in a chief of the Apache nation who 
said there was a trail or pass through which pack animals only could go. 
The next day the colonel ordered the loads taken out of the wagons and 
placed on pack mules to be sent over the mountains. I was detailed to 
lead a pack mule, but feeling too unwell, one of my messmates went in my 
place. At dusk the packers returned, reporting the road bad and the dis- 
tance about ten miles. 

About 9 o’clock next morning the Battalion was on the march with 
pack animals and empty wagons. In descending, the wagons were let 
down over ledges and steep places by men holding on to long ropes 
attached to the wagons. One got loose and rolled down the mountain 
with such force as to completely demolish it. 

On the 2nd of December we marched nine miles and camped by the 
ruins of some old Spanish buildings, where we were visited by Apache 
Indians, who had baked mescal roots to sell. These were owes) Gis 
nutritious, and the boys were very fond of them. 

[To BE CONTINUED. ] 


UTAH NEWS. 


(Summarized from Territorial papers.) 
Political deen and conventions are being held in various parts of the Territory, in 
preparation for the coming November election. 


A family gathering was held June 26 at the residence of Apostle John Henry Smith, 
where three generations met to do honor to the memory of George A. Smith. The family 
register was read and each member present responded by quoting a selection from some 
one of the pioneer’s discourses, 
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